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Abstract

There is no report on hygiene management for multicenter and microbial contamination of
ointments and creams in a ward. In this study, we prepared a questionnaire to investigate micro-
bial contamination of ointments and creams in three hospitals within the Nagasaki Society of
Hospital Pharmacists. We further investigated the expiration dates of the ointments and creams
by touching two times daily with a finger for 6 months. There is no manual of hygiene manage-
ment of ointments and creams in the three hospitals. Microbial contamination was not admitted
for 128 ointments and creams in the three hospitals for 6 months, in spite of the difference be-
tween the base agent and the preservative agent. Therefore, the ointments and creams stored in
a ward must be used within 6 months of preparation, providing there is proper hygiene manage-
ment such as not touching them with bare hands.

Key words: ointments, creams, microbial contamination, expiration, hygiene management
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