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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the factors that influence the behavior of dentists and
dental hygienists working in dental clinics related to occupational infection control. Question-
naires were distributed to 3, 443 dental clinics in Hyogo and Yamagata prefectures from Septem-
ber to November 2020, and 855 copies (24.8% response rate) were completed. The result showed
that the person’s knowledge of infection control had the greatest impact on actions related to oc-
cupational infection control. The number of workshop participations in the past two years af-
fected the possession of knowledge and the opportunities to acquire knowledge. Furthermore, it
was suggested that the older the age, the lower the knowledge. The experience of occupational
exposure was not associated with behaviors related to occupational infection control. As for the
effect of environmental factors on their workplace, the installation of washer-disinfector (W/D) as
facility equipment had an effect on behavior through knowledge acquisition. However, the influ-
ence of other environmental factors such as the size of the facility and several external factors
was not found. This study showed that the possession of knowledge was the most effective fac-
tor in influencing behavior related to occupational infection control. Moreover, the opportunities
to acquire knowledge can be reflected in the current behavior related to occupational infection
control not only through basic education but also by participating in the recent workshops and
actively obtaining necessary information from various sources.

Key words: occupational infection control, environmental factor, dental clinics, dentists, dental hy-
gienists
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