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Abstract

We experienced an outbreak of vancomycin-resistant Enterococcus faecium (VRE, Van A
type) after the end of clostridium difficile infection (CDI) outbreak. We conducted a screening of
ward staff and patients; three patients were detected with VRE. The infection control team
evaluated the ward, and a few problems, such as the timing of hand hygiene and putting on and
off of protector, were pointed out. We introduced continuous instruction and environmental
maintenance. Thereafter, the number of enforcements per inpatient of hand disinfectants in-
creased and the diaper exchange procedure observance rate was improved. The VRE outbreak

was over within 1 month.

We conducted a workshop on the outbreak of CDI and VRE using this experience and
planned reinforcement of infection measures inside the hospital.

In the future, the ward staff can continue environmental maintenance and hand hygiene.

Key words: vancomycin-resistant enterococci, outbreak, infection control team
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